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.Je r l'ellow Vavidians:
A speci 1 meoting was call in the ,to e.;rmel Chapel the evening of NovcIJber 19
so that information conc~rning the latest developments in God's work might be given
to the ~avidians here. lhis s~me infor. t~on e now wish to Pass on to you, but
before doing so, we woul like to quote for you the Seme paragraphs which were first
read in the prayer meeting here. lhey re taken from the chapter in Testimonies,
Vol. 4, entitled "Go l'orwerd," which de Is with od's leading the childron of old, our
typ S:

II he history of t e children 0 lsr el is written for the instruction am admonition
o L11 Christians. I hen the Israelites ere overtaken by d ngers anc difficulties,
and their way seemed he' ged up, their f'ith forsook them, and they murmured against
the leader whom God had appointed for them. They b med him for bring in them into
yeril, when he had only obey~l the voice of God.

~

II he divine command as, "Go fo 'rd: I ~ ~ not to ~ lmtil .!d!£ wat ~ ~
lain, anl they could comprehend the entire p n of their deliver'nc • God s cause

in onward, and he will open _ path for !!1E. people. 10 hesit te c:.nd murmur is to
.nifest distrust in the Holy One of Isr el. (Jod in his providence brou ht the

Hebrews into the mountain fastnessess, ith the Red sea before them, that he might
work out their deliver~nce, and forever rid them of their enemies. He might have
saved them in ny other waY, but he chose this method in order to test their faith

[] and strengthen their trust in him.
r lI"\jecannot charge Moses ,rith being at f ult because the peopiliemurmure against his

\
' course. It w s their oYm rebellious, unsubdued hearts thut le them to cencure the

, man whom G had delegated to lead his people. "hile ~oses oved in the fear of the
Lord, and according to his direction, ving full faith in his promises, those should
ha ve upheld him beCame discouraged, and could see nothing before them but dis ster,

ereat, death.
liThe Lord is now dealing i th hispeople who coli eve present truth. 1.e designs to
bringooout momentous results, and while in his providence he is working to ard this
end, he says to his peop " IGo fo ard!' True, the Path is not yet opened; but
\,hen they ove on in the strength of f ith an courage, God will make the w. y plain
before their eyes. I 'here are ever those ;ho will complain, as did ancient Israel,
2nd charge the difficulties of their position upon those whom God has raised up for
the special purpose of advancing his caus. They fail to see that uod is testing them
be bringin them into str'it places, fro l hieh there is no d liver nee except by
his hand.

---""'---
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'1here are times when the Cpxistian life seems beset by neers, and duty seems
hard to perform. The im ining pictur s impending ruin before, ani bondage or
death behind. Yet the voice of Godspe ks clearly above all discouragements, 'Go
l'o:rw-rd! ' ~e sho d obey this command,let the results be h t it y, even though
our eyes cannot penetrcte the darkness, ani though we feel the cold aves about our fe t. -

"1'he IlebrewsViere eary ni terrified; yet if tpey h d h~d back hen oses bade them
advance, if they had refused to movenearer to the Red S , God 10uld not have open the

th for them. In rno&rChingd01il1to the very w ter, they"'sh ed that they had faith in
the oro of Godas spoken bJ' oses. Theydid all that it as in their po er to do, and
then the ,ighty ne f lsra 1perform his Part, and divided the waters to makea path
for their feet.

"'lhe clouds that gather about our '"y will never dis ppear before a h Iting, doubting
spirit. Unbelief says, I'; can neve:;:-surmount these obstructions; let us ait until
tL yare removd, and v ca.n ee our '1 y clearly.' But faith cour geously urges an
adv nee, hoping all things, believin ell things. Obedience to Godis sure to brin
the victory. It is y through f ith that we c n reach heaven.

lI'ihere is gre t sirnilarity between our history a..'1dthat of the children of Israel. God
led his people trum Egypt into the wilderness, here they could keep his '~wand obey
his voice. 'lb l..gyptians, 0 had n regard for the Lord~ were encampedcl s by them;
J'et ~at as to tp 1sr-elit s eat flood of libht, illuminnting th lhole camp, and
shedding brightness upon the path before them, s to the hosmof ~har~oh a 11 of
clouds, , king blacker the darkness of night.

"00, at tLis ti"e, ther is a people whomGodhas de the depositaries of his 1a: •
'1'0t ose whoobey therr, the ~ommandr1nts of God r s a pillar of fire J lighting and
leading the ay to eter 1salvat){ion. ,"ut unto those ho disreg rd tho, they are as
the clouds of night. 'The fear of the Lord is the ginning wisdom.' better than all
other kno.ledge is an umerstandin of the word of God. In keeping his commandments
tl'1ere is . a reword, and no earthly indJ.cementshould cause the Christian to Waver
or a moent is his llegia ceo Riches, honor, and orily pamp ar but s dross that

sh perish before the fire r d's wrath.

" 'he voice of the Lord biddjng his fr1ithful ones 'go fa I'd,' freauently tries their
faith to the Ittcn.ost. But if they should defer obedience till every shada'{ of
uncertainty' s remov d fr mthe' urrlerstan9,ing, am. there remained no risk of failure
or defe t, they ould never ve on at all. 4h053whothink it impossible for them to i
yield to the will of & d ani have fait!' in his promises until all is mde clear and plain
before thaLl, *11 never yield at all. Fcdth is no'jjcart inty of lmov;ledgc; it 'tis th
subs nee of thinbs,ihop d for, the evid nce of things not sen.' '10 obey the co dments
of 1I0di th only \;;.y to obtain hin 'lOr. t Gofo!'Wnrd' ."houldbe the (;hrist * - 's
atehword." - - ~estimonie , V 1. 4, pp.25-28. (Italics ouxs.)

bince our corT~ 10Vl i& still to "Co fo .' rd," I m sux none of us t to lag behind
and refuse to go -head just boccus the l .I before us In y not seem cle to all. l'he Lord
has given His pIc ' that Hewill pen path for us ~ ~ ~ Sill b faille

or some t. e ave been c nsidering the f ct the;.t the t * e will soon be hera i hen the
re inner the prop .rty here at .,t.Carmel ( proxim tely eleven acres) 'will have to be
sold J as mll n:::;the other t-,O insti t at ions which op~rate unier tIl 0 uspices of this
Associatio .-tho Davidian b. jJ. A. st 110, ct oal m, w. C. and W' vi 110 a t Yoderp,
v yorning, both of 1hich -ro n t~king c re of 0 elderly Davidian folks. As we ill did
sense keenly the imminenceof this event, e ere a aiting God's le dings in this
important tter.
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.lhen, tl roubh the 1. rd Is providence, vi er broueht int can'tvet ,jth th- t !Jromis S 0 be
the solution to the problem. and ,e . re, efinitely convince th- t it 1.S the .Lom10m

pl<...nning~lich rou(,ht this about.

It lad beep the genor<...lU Jinion -mongus that when e should approach the situation we
no fim our. elves in, e f,. Ould perhaps 10 k for Tn 11 acreag , just er ugh to acco pte
th~ . rest n_ s of th wor. but a re-J e5t-te agent contacted u in the interest of
sellin us largo farm for a manwhoh 1 in recent months undergone rain surgery, -nd had
been ur",ooby his physician to sell his property at once because of his hc'lth. T erefore

""be set his jJrice 1 in orier to sell the property im.ed'. tely for c she

Af or sever-I trips to the f'rm and m-~ hours spent tog thor in prayer and in consider tion
of the matter, the ""'xecutiveLouncil "5 convinced teat the Lord anted. u to sell the
}iresent t. arm 1arodt;,'lem Rest Lome-m -dvise the per'tor f the YOderRest humeto Dell
t) at pI' pert, nd th~t ~e ah uld purchase here the p rsonn 1 nd th -ctivities of -II
tell' epee can be c nsolid-t • into one operatin> unit. 'J.herefore, eting in the fa r f
th L r nd unier th nd t IlUo.i.0 . I'd,fl thi,;, farm au pureh's d nd the three
pr Ver i weI' ledi' t ly put up f I' 1. below, ;>re born 01' the underlying reasons
• hieh for he b"sis of our aee,'sian:

In the firBt place, at the price this farm which consists 941 eres " s ffered t us,
less ct 1 c- sh ~,ill b inv steel. in this one place th n i ti a up in all three vf the
present locations put together, oven ~houghthe acreage ot th exee ds the amount of
th se three locations put together. hus e ill havore I-nd for Ie s ron , nd
- ill} '\Ie the prop rty holding consolidated into one 1 c~tion ;hich :'fill be muche- sier t
dispose of then the time comesfor our - st rnoe than three 1 cations I d be.

becon ly, nother con ~ r.tion trom the fi nci' st-nd)oint is that if the Lord should S~

fit, we coulD.sell if' necess ry half of th farm for theprice 'v are n . givi for the hoJe
farr, and thus p y for the land we woula then occupy'.

Aloin favor of the location f the f-I'm is th t it is situated country ( pproximately
13 miles ca:st of do tOl,m aco), .~ereas ur present loc-tjon is no hin the city limits
and is bein su roundErlby the h mes f the Gentiles. 'lhor ar sev rOll albantap,e'" of beiJlg
in the c untry, not th Ie st of ich is peace n:i priVaCY. Also, tror will te n city tllxes
;\;0 p y, "hicr curr, tly isone of our large expenses, . ountin to sever 1 thous nds of dollars
annually. .I.' urthermore, the LordI s co!.. nd to his eople is to comeout of the cities, and
t. Carmelwo r be in no positi n to tt;ll th",I's t.o co out of the ci i s int the country

if it ere in the city itself.

:lhe f rm is Ie rgely under cultivation, nd the soil is in excellent condition nd productive.
~herefor , th~ 'n~ it elf ill p v~av oure of inco to help with th other ph ses of th
ork. In contr at, our ~resent loc ti n involves nly n upkeep expense r'ther tluwnan income

jf e shoul keep it.

At the farm VTill Iso be ab t,o
not been possibl here. lhis in
better than tho'e horne-gro.vn.

- g raen to provide ood for ourselves, which has
gre.t blessing, for no produce can

1hen, too, sho d
c red for tl'roue:h
D vi. iallS. I his
of producing food.

I
so e world event in the ftitur mke it nee ssaF~ for G d s people to be
a troubl us tioe, tlds ne c untry location could provide sar~tuary for
uld not b possible here in th' city with limited graun.ds n no mem;

nd the last but not 1e st factor: I,e do not kno that the Lord will not c 11 solem
",ssembly (Joel 2:15-17 f before f is people are t. ken to r estin. nd:if such t ling should
c me to pass, there of course auld b no plac for such an event to be held her , nor is
t .ere privac • 'lhe f rm, though, has several places in its natur'l state wbich could easUy b
- ~ a~ ~mnhithe~ters--better pI ces f Jr such an assembly than this .~. C el ever affon;ed.
"'""



Page 4
YO"1t ill notice that we referr d to "this 't. C rmel." 'ihe reason quite simply is ttnt t.
Carmel iill not be a thing of the pas~th the selling of this loc.tion, for the property
will also eo by the nameof "Ut. C rmel" and it will still h ve the scunemailing address-
,t. .s.rmelCenter, iaco .{if s. Y u see, It t. Carmel"will only be movingfrom one piece or
lnnd to another. .e al ~on vinue to h va telephone lmmki~ . th Wacoexchangenun1ber.

nd not or d ,scription of the fa itself: As e h va mentionedbefore, the acreago totals
941. A countr road runs through the middle of the property, on one side 1 3/4 IIl.i1eslong ani
on the other side 1 1/4 miles, fihich forms a natur"1 dividing line should e wish to sell half
of the property s s <;>estedpreviously. A total of 392 acres are ll.'rler cllltivation at the
prese.t tim, 30 cres are in timber, nd the rest i~ in pasture although most of it too
could '00 culti 'ated :U desired. porti n 0: the cultivated area--130 cres of it-is very
goodbottom land, . ong creek; the timberland is along the creek also. here a e seven
stock tanks on he pr perty, which' ct J y are lakes or ponds formed by dn . constructed in
the n.t al terrain f the land. ~ 0 h useu are re dy on the and; one is a nice homethe
present occupants built within th past fe •. ears, nne.the other is ~'nolder fnrrr.hoS8. ~

ddition there ~re.- vcr 1 rn b:li.ldings for lives ock, r;;achinery, etc.

At present we do not 1010 ho long it 'I ill b febore the farm is ready for us to occupy, f I'

tLere is muchhard ahead to be done first, as housing for the office ani publishing department
and th or~ers mu""t be provided. '~uchplanning and close ig'~-in •.:ill also r.t<lve to be done.
but m .'11"0 Cu icent 0 the- _d's louc:.ing, . nd ; knml that - .;.' the help and sup ort, of
ea.chonc o' us ovorything \."11 work ou ccording t) God's time schudul •

In clo ing we wish to ask each 9f you in the field to uri to i th us in pra er to
each of us wil follow the Lord s loadings in our ownlivos, and in -"he lork a a
that we might all be faithful to t_.e end nd receive the commendation,""oli done
and faithful servantall

uincerely yours t:.ohase n
the glad day hen the work
,dll be cumpleted,

( irs.) V. T. Houteff

V'l'H :zr&

the end t. t
hole, an'

thou good


